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“ Imost like a daydream.” That’s how
up-and-coming artist Teresita Fernan-
dez, 31, describes what viewers ex-
perience when their eyes absorb the

nuances of her interior landscapes.

The Miami-born, New York-based conceptual-
ist has traveled from Texas to Tokyo displaying
her alluring designs. Room-size installations are
tempered with an eroticism and a humor that
place this Cuban American among a new class of
artists. Incorporating everything from drawing
and cast plaster to simulated daylight and, occa-
sionally, sound, Fernandez's works evoke both
sensuousness and isolation—leaving onlookers
feeling at once voyeuristic and exposed. “It’s
about how the viewer occupies space without
physically entering it,” she explains.

While Fernandez believes that the field of art,
while less male-dominated, remains competi-
tive, she has nonetheless succeeded in exhibit-
ing her work worldwide on a regular basis.
There have been two solo shows featuring Fer-
nandez’s art at Manhattan’s Deitch Projects, a
gallery considered New York’s unofficial show-
case for hot newcomers. One of her particularly
engaging installations—an empty swimming
pool with reflective glass windows that line the
walls—is now part of the permanent collection
of North Miami’s Museum of Contemporary Art.

Installation artist
Teresita Fernandez
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How does she continue to create such stirring
concepts? No single inspirational refrdn fuels
her; rather, she is driven by a lifelong commit-
ment to a craft she loves. And although we may
see the lush green of Cuba’s campirias reflected
in this woman’s eyes, a sense of longing for her
ancestral home may not be what her designs
convey. “[My cultural identity] is a part of who I
am, but it doesn’t affect my work,” she states.
Ferndndez’s art effortlessly transcends culture—
becoming what any viewer, in his or her day-
dreams, might envision it to be. Michelle Longo
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Favorite book: Sexuality & Space, edited by Beatriz Colomina
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